
Reading Challenge

Congratulations to all KS3 pupils on their fantastic literacy
achievements this year! You have worked incredibly hard to develop
your reading, writing and Bedrock skills.

All KS3 pupils gained their Bronze certificate (which wasn’t achieved
last year) and we had an increase on those gaining their Silver and Gold
awards.  Well done to all! 
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Your library has a lot of offer. There is more than just books to a library! It is also a nice place for quiet
personal study, for prep, reading or for a quiet chat with friends.
The library has a wide range of fiction, non fiction, reference books, and magazines.

Our school library is always open. Come and visit during break times and lunch. 

Books are constantly renewed but remember if you have a suggestion, then let the librarian know.

Club Information

Lunchtimes Only

Pride Club—see notice
board in the library
Monday—Colouring Club
Wednesday—Library Chess
Club
Thursday and Friday —
Quiet Board Games.

Throughout the term we
have pop up sessions with
departments. Look out for
information in the library
and in the English corridor

Diversity Week

For Diversity week this year the library hosted a book quiz using an
array of books.

The chosen books are;
King of Nothing – Learning about friendship and empathy
If My Words Had Wings (YA+) – Stereotypes and finding your
voice
The Boy in the Suit – Displacement and migration
Keedie – Neurodivergent character - Autism
Kicked Out - Displacement and sense of belonging
Safiyyah's War – Bravery and resistance in WW2
Crossing the Line (YA) – Peer Pressure and difficult 
 choices
The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B – Neurodivergent 
 character - OCD 
The Secret Sunshine Project - LGBTQ identity and 
 acceptance
Cane Warriors (YA+) – Slavery and Freedom (Based on 
 true events)
Worry Angels (Short Story) – Mental Health & Anxiety

All these books help us to develop Empathy, understanding, 
respect, and inclusion. 



Author Visit

Simon James Green visited KS3 on Tuesday 2  June. He was energetic,
full of humour and he gave two engaging talks (with audience
participation), which inspired our pupils to create a story from real-life
experiences and for them to be full of humour (just like his books).
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Simon’s talks not only focused on embarrassing teenage moments of his
childhood, but also accepting that humour can defuse that awkward
moment, which you can then reflect on later.  He also spoke about his path
to being an author, the highs and the lows and the need for perseverance.

He also spoke about identity, friendship and fitting in at school or at
social events. He encouraged pupils to embrace their uniqueness and be
accepting of those around you with kindness.

Some of his books include:

Finn Jones Was Here
The Double Life of Ted Amos
Alex in Wonderland
The Big Ask
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Carnegies

Wolf Siren by Beth O'
Brien has won
The 2026 Carnegie
Shadower's Choice AND
the Carnegie Medal for
Writing.

Wolf Siren is a vibrant,
moving and magical tale
with an empowered
disabled character at the
heart of a reimagining of
Little Red Riding Hood. 

Summer Reading Challenge Books Suggested by our Pupil Librarians

The Harry Potter series by JK Rowling

The Young Samurai series by Chris Bradford

One by Sarah Crossan (YA)

Lily Alone by Jacqueline Wilson

Dungeon Crawler Carl by Matt Dinniman (Yr 11+)
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Recommended Reads - Football Edition

Year 7:- Kicking Off by Eve Ainsworth - It's 1917, and Britain is at war. Shy
teenager Hettie wants to help the war effort, and signs up to work in the local Dick,
Kerr & Co. munitions factory. She's nervous, but she has no idea quite how much her
life is about to change ... For, inside this factory are young women who are about to
make sporting history. Can Hettie find the courage to join them, and in doing so,
find her own place in the world? (Based on a true story)
Year 8:- Booked by Kwame Alexander - Nick is football mad and hates books.
His football dreams, family and friendships are key to helping him navigate his
parents breakup, bullies and girls. These challenges – which seem even harder than
scoring a tie-breaking, game-winning goal – change his life, as well as his best
friend’s.
Year 9:- The Girl with the Red Books by Alex Wheatle - Aspiring footballer
Kadeen is sent to stay with her aunt after witnessing her brothers shooting.  She
navigates this new stage in her life by playing for a girls football team. Her aunt is
furious when she finds out, but can Kadeen convince her to allow her to play?
Short Story: Home Ground by Alan Gibbons - When Sam spots Hasan playing on
the refugee team, he can see that Hasan's got talent and invites him along to
practice. Hasan and his friend Faisal prove to be exactly what the team need - but
Jordan's not going to accept his new teammates so easily. Can Sam get the boys to
pull together and win?
Nonfiction: Ultimate Football 2026 by Toby Reynolds - Categorised by player
position, this book is crammed with stats, graphics and photos of players and
managers. See how players today stack up against past legends. This book features
90 player and 12 managers.

Next Newsletter

September 2026

Enjoy the summer holiday!

Book Review
Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo –

Family & YA 

The author Elizabeth Acevedo also wrote Poet X,
which was the winner of the 2019 Carnegie Medal. 

Camino Rios lives for the summers when her
father visits her in the Dominican Republic. 
But this time, on the day when his plane is
supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport to
see crowds of crying people. 
In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the
principal's office, where her mother is waiting to
tell her that her father, her hero, has died in a
plane crash.  
Their Papi left behind a lot of secrets and the
two girls live in very different worlds but with
grief running through them, they find time for
each other and learn not just about themselves,
and each other but more about who their father
really was. 
This is a wonderful dual narrative novel in verse. 

New Books

Year 7 Book Exchange

This summer, Year 7 will take
part in a Summer Book
Exchange.
On Thursday 25  June pupils
brought in a book that they
have read before to
exchange with somebody
from their tutor group. 
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The plan is for them to read
the new book over the
Summer break and then
speak and write about the
book after the summer. 

The new book is also yours to
keep, hope you enjoy it!
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